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THE 

PREFACE. 


yfN  T  P  erf  on,  whofe  View  is  Truth ,  would 
not  defire  to  have  what  he  hath  written , 
either  fiily  or  hafiily  thrufi  into  the  Hands  of  the 
Public ;  but  only ,  that  it  may  have  its  Chance  fairly 
allowed  to  live ,  and  thrive ,  dW  grow  gradually  into 
Efieem  with  the  Public  k,  if  it  fhould  appear  any 
how  worthy  thereof  It  is  thus ,  and  only  thus , 
that  the  Author  of  this  Sermon  defires,  that  any 
Thing  that  he  hath  written  fhould  live ,  And,  it  is 
certain ,  that  it  is  o?ily  the  real  Worth  of  Books ,  that 
ca?i  recommend  them  to  the  Perufal,  and  preferve 
them  in  the  good  Opinion ,  of  tlx  Judicious .  Re- 
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commendation  from  thofe  in  high  Reputation  fets 
them  off  indeed  with  fome  Advantage  and  Eafe  to 
the  Authors  of  them  j  but  this  alone  cannot ,  or  Jhould 
not  at  leaf ,  long  preferve  them  in  Efeem :  Befides 
this ,  there  fometimes  may  fome  particular  Reafon 
occur ,  why  what  is  writte?i  ffould  not  be  haflily 
thrufl  on  the  Public :  And  the  Author  of  this  Sermon 
would  have  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  a  Sett  of  Per - 
fons ,  who  take  upon  the mf elves  to  review  what 
Books  are  written ,  and  monthly  to  iffue  out  their 
Approbation  or  Difapprobation  thereof ;  telling  the 
Publick ,  whofe  Books  are  ft  for  them  to  read,  and 
whofe  are  not  fo,  for  their  Silence ;  and  would,  if 
he  had  had  an  Opportunity,  requefed  fuch  Favour 
at  their  Hands,  ■  at  leaf  for  a  while,  even  if  they 
had  been  inclined  to  let  him  pafs  Mufer  at  their 
Review,  and  difpofed  ?iot  to  have  given  that  bad 
Char  abler  they  did  of  an  Effay,  that  he  hath  lately 

written,  on  the  Prophecies  of  the  New  Tefta- 
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ment>  which  relate  to  the  Deftru&ion  of  pferu- 
falem,  and  the  Difperfion  of  the  Jews ;  to  the 
Fall  of  Rome  and  the  Roman  Empire  5  and  to  the 
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Millennium ;  together  with  fome  Obfervations 
on  the  State  of  Chrift’s  Church  here  on  Earth 
after  the  Millennium  :  But  to  have  given  it  the 
jinejl  Character  they  ever  yet  befowed  on  any  Book , 
fnce  they  firjl  fet  up  their  Office ,  and  that ,  for 
this  particular  Reafon,  becaufe  a  very  eminent 
Preacher  y  and  Minijler  of  the  Church  {/’England, 
is  publijhing  a  Lreatife  on  the  Prophecies  of  the  Old 
and  New  Teftament ,  for  if  fo  eminent  a  Perfon 
confines  his  View  of  the  Prophecies  within  that  Li - 
niity  which  our  Lord  hath  declared  to  be  placed 
thereto ,  the  Lranfgr effing  which  bewilders  Men  in 
all  the  endlefs  Mazes  of  the  mofi  wretched  Igno¬ 
rance y  this  Rock  avoidedy  doubtlefs  he  will  give 
that  Satisfaction  in  general  therein,  to  thofe  that 
believe  in  the  Holy  Scriptures ,  which  the  Author 
of  this  Sermon  in  Part  aimed  aty  in  that  Effiay 
which  he  lately  publifhed .  However  this  may  bey 
he  ownSy  *  he  can  make  no  material  Alteration  in  it ; 
but  only  an  Amendment  of  fome  of  thofe  Omiffions 
and  Errors,  which  are  incident  to  thofe  who  write 
with  great  Difficulty  :  And  fuch  an  Amendment  is 
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intended ,  if  it  Jhould  be  found  hereafter  likely  to 
meet  with  Approbation ;  but ,  if  this  Jhould  never 
be,  yet  he  mojl  earnejlly  defres  to  obtain  fuch  Repu¬ 
tation „  as  may  be  fuffcient  to  refcue  that  EJfay  of  his 
from  any  bafe  and  vile  Afperfions  cajl  on  it .  And 
it  is  in  this  Hope ,  Reader ,  that  this  Sermon  is  offered 
to  your  PerufaL 
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Matt.  ix.  12. 


" They  that  he  whole  need  not  a  Phyfician y 
but  they  that  are  fck . 


H  E  S  E  W ords  of  our  blefled  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jefus  Chrift ,  are  part  of  a  Reply  of 
his  to  the  Pharifees,  finding  Fault  with, 
and  murmuring  at  his  Difeiples,  becaufe  their 
Mailer  did  eat  with  Publicans,  or  Tax-gatherers, 
and  Sinners,  at  aFeaft  or  Entertainment,  of  which 
the  calling  of  Matthew  from  the  Receipt  of  Cuf- 
tom,  which  he  left  to  be  a  Difciple,  had  occafionally 
made  our  Lord  a  Guell  :  the  whole  Reply  is  this, 
he  faid  unto  them”  the  Pharifees,  <c  they  that  be 
whole  need  not  a  Phyfician,  but  they  that  are 
fickj  but  go  ye  and  learn  what  that  meaneth, 
I  will  have  Mercy  and  not  Sacrifice ;  for  I  am 
not  come  to  call  the  Righteous,  but  Sinners  to 
Repentance.”  A  Reply  fufficient  to  have  cured 
the  conceited  Pride  and  Blindnels  of  thofe  Pharifees, 
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had  they  had  any  Remains  of  Candour  and  Inge¬ 
nuity  left  nneffaced  in  them  through  their  Prejudice 
and  Prepofleffion ;  how  much  more  fhould  thefe 
Words  of  our  Lord,  “  they  that  be  whole  iieed  not 
“  a  Phyjician ,  but  they  that  are  fick  ”  have  preferved 
all  that  profefs  themfelves  Chriftians,  from  ever 
running  into  a  needlefs  and  prefumptuous  Ufe  of 
the  Phyfician,  in  contradiction  to  fo  plain  and  ob¬ 
vious  a  Truth,  fo  clearly  bounding  the  appointed 
Ufe  of  the  Art  and  Skill  of  the  Phyfician :  yet  fo 
little  Regard  hath  been  paid  to  thefe  and  other 
Words  of  our  Saviour’s,  fpoken  concerning  the  Ap¬ 
pointments  of  God’s  Providence  over  us,  through 
that  grofs  Decay  of  Chriftianity  that  hath  lately  pre¬ 
vailed  here,  that  a  Multitude  have  finned  by  run¬ 
ning  into  the  Practice  of  being  inoculated,  in  order 
to  fet  afide,  or  abate  from,  the  Number  of  Dif- 
eafes  that  the  human  Body  is  made  liable  to,  that 
of  the  Small-pox  ;  and  this  only,  becaufe  fair 
Shews,  Appearances  and  Pretences,  have  been 
urged  for  this  Practice,  fo  very  inconfiftent  with  the 
revealed  Will  of  God.  But  where  a  Multitude 
hath  finned,  in  any  RefpeCt  that  affordeth  Lucre 
to,  or  any  how  conforteth  with,  the  Purpofes  Men 
have  in  View,  there  never  have  been,  nor  ever  will 
be  wanting,  all  the  fair  Shews,  Appearances  and 
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Pretences,  to  be  urged  for  fuch  a  Practice,  that 
the  Wit  of  cunning  Men  can  invent. 

Paflages  of  Holy  Scripture  are  frequently  to  be 
met  with,  commanding  us  to  a  due  Care  for,  and 
Ufe  of,  the  Means  appointed  by  God’s  Goodnefs 
and  Providence  for  the  Prefervation  of  our  Health; 
charging  us  only  againft  placing  a  wrong  Confidence 
in  thofe  Means,  which  would  expofe  us  to  endlefs 
Cares,  Impofitions  and  Deceits,  in  a  Point  of  that 
Concern  and  Importance  to  us,  that  our  Health  is 
of ;  declaring  too,  how  God,  by  retaining  Health 
from,  vifits  and  corrects  the  Ungrateful,  and  Mif- 
truftful,  of  his  giving,  as  well  as  thofe  who  neg- 
ledt  and  abufe  his  Gifts. 

t  .  *  » 

Our  Lord,  in  his  perfect  Teaching,  diredts  our 
Care  in  feeking,  in  Proportion  to  the  Worth  of  that 
which  he  diredts  us  to  feek  for  5  and  he  would 
have  us  value  Things  according  to  their  true  Worth ; 
for  where  our  Treafure  is,  there  will  be  our  Heart 
alfo  ;  and  calling  us  from  the  troublefome  and  de- 
ftrudtive  Ways  of  our  Sins  and  Follies,  would  lead  us 
to  all  Health,  and  to  all  Happinefs ;  {hewing  us  how 
greatly  God  loves,  and  how  wifely  He,  the  Giver 
of  every  good  and  perfedt  Gift,  gives  unto  Men 
continually  ;  and  where  the  needful  Things  for  this 
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Life  are  added  unto  thofe  who  have  fought  them  in 
due  Subordination  :  fuch  Things  will  not  be  conti¬ 
nued  unto  them,  without  a  due  and  continual  Ufe 
of  thofe  Means  which  God  hath  appointed  and 
made  requifite,  for  the  retaining,  keeping  or  pre- 
ferving  of  them  ;  fo  we  cannot  preferve  our  Health 
without  religious  Temperance ;  without  the  due  ob-  * 
ferving  of  the  Rule  of,  not  too  much ;  without  the 
continual  Refrefhment  of  convenient  Food  and  Rai¬ 
ment;  without  the  alternate  Relief  of  Bufinefs, 
Recreation  and  Reft  ;  and  of  fuch  other  Neceflaries 
of  Life,  provided  for  us,  and  diftributed  to  us  by 
the  Hand  of  God ;  and  arrive  at  Years,  and  die  of 
Old-Age,  the  rareft  Kind  of  Death  and  leaft  in  Ufe. 
But  we  under  the  Gofpel,  are  required  not  to  be 
anxious  after  a  long  Continuance  here  ;  what  we 
are  chiefly  charged  is  this,  that  what  Time  we  live 
here,  we  live  well ;  but  how  long,  or  ftiort,  we  are 
to  fubmit  with  humble  Refignation  to  the  Will  of 
God,  our  heavenly  Father;  and  the  Stroke  of 
Death  will  then  reach  us  when  it  is  beft  for  us ;  and 
the  fhortening  of  a  State  of  Tryal,  is  an  efpecial 
Mercy  and  Kindnefs  to  thofe  who  are  fit  to  die. 

The  fame  Divine  Wifdom  which  taught  and  com¬ 
manded  us  firft  to  feck  the  Kingdom  of  God  and 
his  Righteoufnefs,  taught  us,  that  the  taking  Care 
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about  the  Means  of  Health  and  Life,  can  ne¬ 
ver  add  unto  our  Lives,  no  otherwife  than  by  adding 
unto  the  Weaknefles,  the  Difeafes,  the  Troubles 
and  Miferies  thereof ;  this  is  the  Cafe  in  taking 
undue  Care ;  but  where  there  is  joined  thereto  a 
Practice  flagrantly  finful,  any  Appearance  of  the 
Succefs  thereof  doth  only  intoxicate  Men,  and  when 
fuch  Fits  are  over,  the  W eight  that  fuch  a  Pradtice 
adds  to  the  Miferies  of  Man’s  Life  will  be  feen  and 
felt. 

The  Acknowledgment  of  God’s  Goodnefs  in 
having  given  us  Means  of  Support  for  Health  and 
Life,  the  chearful  and  thankful  Ufe  thereof  with 
Content  for  fuch  at  his  Hands,  we  are  taught  by 
God’s  revealed  Will  to  be  the  Way  of  preferving 
Health  and  Life  ;  thus  St.  Paul  affirms,  that  God - 
linefs ,  or  a  religious  Worffiip  and  Dependence  on 
God,  is  profitable  unto  all  Things,  having  the  Promife 
of  the  Life  that  now  is ,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come ; 
and  that  Virtue,  with  Contentment ,  is  great  Gain: 
this  he  proves  from  this  known  and  experienced 
Truth,  that  we  brought  nothing  into  this  World ,  and 
it  is  certain  we  can  carry  nothing  out $  and  charges 
us,  that  having  Food  and  Raiment  to  be  content  there¬ 
with  :  for  they  who  are  bent,  by  their  being  rich, 
to  make  a  Provifion  for  more  than  the  common 
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and  ordinary  Supports  of  Life,  fall  into  Temp¬ 
tation  and  a  Snare,  and  into  many  foolifh  and  hurt¬ 
ful  Lufts  or  Defires,  which  drown  Men  in  De~ 
ftrudtion  and  Perdition. 

Our  Hefted  Lord  and  Saviour  teaches  and  requires 
us  to  pray  for  our  daily  Bread,  {hewing  us  thereby, 
that  God  in  his  Mercy  towards  us,  doth  not  give 
us  any  Security  in  our  Health  and  Life  being  long 
continued  to  us  here  :  thus  God  proceeds  with  us, 
that  we  may  be  brought  to  that  Behaviour  which 
he  requires  and  wills  from  us ;  that  of  owning  and 
acknowledging  his  Hand  continually  over  us :  a 
View,  or  Sight  of  Security  in  our  Health,  would 
be  very  hurtful  to  us  in  the  State  we  at  prefent 
are  in. 

i  / 

God  is  infinitely  wife  in  what  he  gives,  as  kind  and 
merciful  in  what  he  denies  ;  fo,  if  Health,  without 
which  we  cannot  relifh  temporal  Enjoyments,  is 
denied  us,  it  is  denied  us  out  of  Pity  and  Kindnefs. 
God,  who  is  thus  merciful  and  wife,  is  Almighty 
too,  and  the  Appointments  of  his  Providence  muft 
prevail,  his  Word  muft  ftand,  be  made  good,  and 
be  fulfilled ;  his  Will  muft  be  done  :  thus  it  muft 
be  either  with  our  Wills,  or  againft  our  Wills; 
and  who  never  fuffers  any  impious  Practice,  per- 
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fitted  in  by  a  People,  to  go  without  its  Punishment ; 
and  did  there  attend  apparently,  all  that  Amend¬ 
ment  of  Health,  upon  the  unnatural  Pradlice  of 
Inoculation,  which  is  feen  fometimes  to  follow 
from  young  Perfons  before  the  Tide  of  Life  is 
turned,  their  having  the  Small-pox  in  the  natural 
Way ;  fuch  Appearance,  though  proved  by  any 
Length  of  Time  that  the  fhort-fighted  Obfervations 
of  Men  can  reach  unto,  would  not  in  the  leaft  juf- 
tify  us  in  fuch  a  Practice,  if  it  was  found  any  how 
to  claSh  with  that  Trutt  in  the  good  Providence  of 
God,  our  heavenly  Father,  which  is  required  from 
us ,  and  the  only  Way  for  Men  to  reafon  and  adt 
right,  in  Refpedt  of  that  Difeafe,  the  Small-pox, 
is  to  fubmit  to  the  Will  of  God,  as  to  the  Time 
when  he  Shall  fee  fit  to  affiidt  Men  therewith  j  for 
Difeafes  are  feafonable  Strokes  of  the  Providence 
of  a  moft  gracious  God,  that  are  not  to  be  antici¬ 
pated  by  a  premature  Ufe  5  for,  as  Men  by  doing 
fo,  know  not  what  Harm  they  do,  fo  they  know 
not  what  Good  they  prevent.  Such  Difeafes  as  all 
Men,  in  the  common  and  ordinary  Courfe  of  God’s 
Providence,  are  made  liable  to,  are  his  Appoint¬ 
ment  for  fuch  general  Good,  and  for  fuch  great 
Purpofes,  that  he  in  Wifdom  cannot  fo  permit 
them  to  the  Power,  Right  and  Management  of 
Men,  that  they  may  chufe  whether  they  will  be 
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liable  to  them  or  not ;  fuch  an  Attempt,  in  any 
Degree,  can  only  in  the  End  procure  fome  greater 
and  feverer  Affliction,  than  that  which  Men  thus 
foolifhly  and  impioufly  endeavour  to  avoid. 

i 

God,  the  Almighty  Creator  and  Supreme  Go- 
VQrnor  of  the  Univerfe,  fees  the  whole  of  his  Ap¬ 
pointments,  and  fees  them  to  be  good  ;  and  he  who 
maketh  Good  to  come  from  Ill,  mercifully  ufes  Dif- 
eafes  for  three  Ends ;  as  Forewarnings  to  all  Men  of 
the  Frailty,  the  Weaknefs,  and  the  Mifery  that 
Man  flood  reduced  to  by  his  Fall ;  for  the  Correction 
and  Amendment  of  thofe  who  labour  under  them  ; 
and  as  Means  to  remove  us  from  this  World. 

Difeafes,  like  other  Afflictions  of  this  Life,  will 
afterwards  yield  the  peaceable  Fruit  of  Righteouf- 
nefs  unto  them  which  are  exercifed  thereby  ;  but  fo 
exercifed  thereby  we  fhall  never  be,  unlefs  we  look 
on  Difeafes,  as  Corrections  from  the  Hand  of  God, 
infinitely  wife  and  good,  who  as  a  moft  tender  Fa¬ 
ther,  correCteth  thofe  he  loves.  Difeafes  thus  re¬ 
garded,  will  caufe  Patience ;  Patience,  Expe¬ 
rience  ;  and  Experience,  Hope ;  chearful  and  ac¬ 
tive  Confidence  in  God,  with  thofe  good  and  blefied 
Affections  of  Heart,  which  in  Holy  Scripture  are 
declared  to  be  the  genuine  Fruit  of  the  Holy 
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Ghoft ;  Offspring  of  Heavenly  Love,  not  what  we 
can  provide  and  fecure  to  ourfelves  by  any  Adi  of 
ours,  but  what  we  mufl  endeavour  to  obtain  and 
accept  of,  on  the  Terms  and  Conditions  it  is  offered 
by  the  Giver ;  the  Fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  firft  Step 
towards  this the  Beginning  and  Foundation  of 
Wifdom ;  and  they  only  have  a  good  Underftand- 
ing,  that  adt  thereafter.  The  Pradtice  of  inocu¬ 
lating  Children,  greatly  tends  to  blot  out  of  their 
Minds,  the  Principles  of  all  religious  Fear  of  God, 
and  Regard  of  Difeafes  asCorredtions  from  his  Hand ; 
in  this  Cafe  parental  Authority  is  proftituted  in  a 
moft  hurtful  Manner  ;  for  that  Way,  in  which  a 
Child  is  trained  up,  he  will  rarely  depart  from  when 
he  is  old.  The  Pradtice  of  Inoculation  is,  in  all 
Refpedts,  refpedting  either  Children,  or  thofe  grown 
up,  bad  and  defiructive  to  Man;  and,  unlefs  a 
People  had  been  long  corrupted  in  their  Ways,  they 
could  not  have  run  into  this  Pradtice,  as  they  have 
lately  done. 

A  View  of  the  Pretences,  urged  for  Inoculation, 
if  not  flightly  and  fuperficially  taken,  may  ferve  to 
fhew  the  Folly  thereof.  The  main  and  chief  In¬ 
ducement  of  the  People  to  this  Pradtice,  I  appre¬ 
hend  to  be  the  Defire  of  following  thofe  who  have 
fet.them  the  Example  therein;  efpecially  as  the 
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Succefs  thereof  hath  been  much  boafted  of;  be- 
caufe  few,  out  of  the  Number  inoculated,  have 
immediately,  and  diredly  upon  Inoculation,  had 
their  Health  deftroyed  ;  and  a  very  few  found  im¬ 
mediate  Death  thereby:  But,  in  Fa<ft  and  Truth, 
what  is  this  Succefs  that  is  boafted  of?  Is  it  in  Re¬ 
ality  any  Succefs  at  all  ?  Were  the  Perfons  that  have 
been  inoculated,  ill  and  lick,  and  Inoculation  ad- 
miniftered  as  a  Medicine  to  them  (though  fure  as 
odd  a  Medicine  as  ever  was  invented  by  Man,  con- 
lifting  of  Corruption  and  Infection,  unnaturally 
and  forcibly  mingled  with  the  Blood  of  Man)  -r 
then,  had  this  been  the  Cafe,  and  lick  Perfons  fo 
treated  had  furvived  fuch  Treatment,  and  recovered 
their  Health,  it  might  innocently  be  called  Suc¬ 
cefs  ;  but  that  is  not  the  Cafe  with  Inoculation  ; 
the  Pretence  is  not  to  '  cure  Men  of  any  Difeafe 
they  labour  under ;  but  to  infure  their  Plealth  to 
fome  Degree.  But  how  do  thefe  Infurers  pretend 
to  compafs  fuch  an  End  ?  What,  by  any  Exemp¬ 
tion  of  the  Perfons  inoculated  ?  any  how  in  gene¬ 
ral  from  Difeafes,  that,  probably,  they  may  not 
fall  by  any  immature  Stroke  of  Death,  but  arrive 
in  Health  at  Old-age  ?  No  fuch  Pretence  as  this, 
and  the  exempting  Men  Gnly  from  having  the  Small 
Pox  in  the  natural  Way.  Since  there  are  many  other 
aim  oft  innumerable  Shapes  and  Forms  of  Death 

imma- 


(  II  ) 

immature,  as  well  as  from  that  fad  and  dire  Difeafe; 
this,  with  any  Propriety,  cannot  be  called  Succefs, 
fuppofing  no  Hurt  enfued  to  the  Conflitution  of  the 
human  Body  thereby.  And,  could  Phyfcians 
give  the  Small  Pox  in  the  fafeft  Way  imaginable, 
yet  certainly  it  is  happier  for  a  Man,  if  fo  it  pleafe 
God,  not  to  have  the  Small  Pox,  nor  any  other 
Difeafe,  during  Life.  Inoculators  make  indeed  a  fine 
Pretence  of  their  Way,  pretending  not  only,  that 
they  do  no  Harm  to  the  Conflitution  of  the  hu¬ 
man  Body  thereby  5  but  that  they  give  the  Small 
Pox,  by  infufing  the  Infedion  thereof  immediately 
with  the  Blood,  in  a  far  fafer  and  better  Manner, 
than  it  is  got  by  drawing  it  in  with  the  Breath,  as 
they  fay  it  is  got  in  the  natural  Way.  But  did  any 
Phyfician  ever  yet  fee  how  Infedion,  in  having  the 
Small  Pox  in  the  natural  Way,  enters  the  human 
Body,  and  where  it  takes  its  fir  ft  Seat  ?  From 
known  and  common  Experiments,  it  is  found,  that 
Things  eafily  enter  and  pals-  through  Subfiances 
far  more  folid  and  compad  than  any  Part  of  the 
human  Body ;  and  never  flop,  or  have  their  ap¬ 
pointed  Effed,  until  they  meet  with  Matter  fo  con¬ 
trived,  fo  conflituted,  that  from  that  they  begin  the. 
Force  and  Effed  which  they  have. 
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There  are  many  Things,  in  the  ordinary  Works 
of  God,  continually  to  be  met  with,  that  pafs  Man’s 
Underftanding ;  how  much  more  fo  the  Make 
of  Man  ?  an  Acknowlegement  hereof  is  foonefl 
drawn  from  the  wifeft  and  the  bed:  of  Men :  And 
who  can  account  for  the  Spreading  of  infectious 
Difeafes  ?  Such  Knowlege  is  too  excellent  for  Man 
to  underftand.  Infectious  or  peftilential  Difeafes, 
in  their  Courfe  or  Progrefs,  are  found  to  rage  only 
for  a  Time ;  and,  during  fuch  Rage,  all  Perfons 
are  not  fo  conflituted  as  to  be  afflicted  therewith. 
Once,  if  no  more,  the  People  of  this  Land  were 
feized  with  a  Difeafe  peculiar  to  the  Englifh,  the 
Sweating  Sicknefs ;  for  that  Difeafe  feized  Englijh - 
men>  and  Englifhmen  only,  wherever  they  were. 
How,  and  when.  Men  fhould  be  afflicted  with  a 
Difeafe,  and  Health  turned  into  a  Diftemper  by 
bringing  it  on  them  when  well,  fhould  be  left  to  his 
Direction,  who  faw  our  Subftance,  yet  being  im- 
perfeCt.  And  nothing  can  make  Men  aim  at  fuch 
Direction,  but  Man’s  wretched  Ignorance ;  and, 
before  Men  can  do  fo,  no  fmall  Degree  of  Pre- 
fumption  muft  have  gotten  Dominion  over  them. 

The  only  Inftance,  that  hath  the  bed:  Appear¬ 
ance  of  the  Succefs  of  Inoculation,  in  promoting 

the 
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the  bodily  Health  of  Men,  is,  where  it  hath  met 
with  a  Body  in  fuch  Plight  and  Habit,  that  the 
Perfon  inoculated  hath  really  had  the  Small  Pox, 
and  recovered  thencefrom.  Circumftances  of  Body, 
that  furely  no  Phyfician  will  pretend  to  fee 3  it  cer¬ 
tainly  otherwife  hath  but  a  bad  Appearance,  where 
the  Infection,  forced  into  the  Blood,  lies  latent 3 
or  where  it  only  hath  a  Difcharge  under  Sores,  and 
other  Shapes  and  Forms,  as  have  not  the  lead  Re- 
femblance  to  the  Small  Pox  :  And,  one  would  ima¬ 
gine,  a  few  fuch  Inftances  would  be  fufficient  to 
deter  Men  from  the  Preemption  of  fuch  a  needlefs 
Venture  5  fince  it  muft  be  owned,  that  Strength  of 
Nature  and  Confutation  in  Youth  is  fo  contrived, 
that  it  paifeth  over  Things  hurtful,  which  yet  leave 
enough  of  their  ill  Effect  behind  them,  as  to  be  of 
very  ill  Confequence  in  the  End.  Since  it  is  fo, 
how  vain  a  Boaft  and  Pretence  is  it  to  pretend  to 
give  an  infedious  Difeafe,  under  the  Colour  thereby 
any  how  of  fecuring  Health,  were  there  nothing  in 
fuch  a  Pradice,  contrary  to  what  our  Lord  hath 
taught  us  concerning  the  Providence  of  God  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  how  all  his  Creatures  are  numbered  before 
him,  and  none  fall  without  him  3  what  his  Will 
is,  as  to  our  depending  on  him  for  the  Prefervation 
of  our  Health  3  and  what  Bounds  are  appointed  to 
the  Ufe  and  Aid  of  the  Phyfician,  which  never  can 
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he  of  any  Ufe,  when  Men  are  well,  and  free  from 
Diftempers.  In  fuch  Cafe,  for  Men  to  take  Phyfic  or 
Medicines,  merely  upon  the  Account  of  their  being 
liable  to  a  common  Diftemper,  with  the  reft  of 
Mankind,  is  certainly  a  grofs  Abufe  of  Medicines 
beyond  all  prudent  Care  or  Caution  ;  and  it  is  but 
a  lame  Subterfuge,  and  halting  Excufe  to  palliate 
the  Prefumption  of  this  Practice  of  Inoculation, 
when  Men  fay,  it  is  only  ufed  as  letting  of  Blood  > 
for  letting  of  Blood  is  never  ufed  in  order  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  Diftemper  when  Men  are  well,  but  only 
when  Symptoms  betoken  an  Approach  of  fome 
Difeafe,  for  which  leflening  the  Quantity  of  Blood 
is  held  proper  and  conducive  towards  a  Cure.  And 
Arguments,  founded  and  built  on  Things  compared, 
fhould  be  from  Things  that  truly  tally,  or  elfe  they 
are  no  Arguments  at  all. 

The  other  prevailing  Reafon  for  Inoculation,  be- 
fides  that  of  the  boafted  Succefs  thereof,  I  take  to 
be  the  intended  Prefervation  of  Beauty  thereby,  that 
which  .furely  mull  be  owned  to  be  very  grace¬ 
ful  and  comely.  But  that  which  is  not  a  fafe 
Means  for  Health,  can  never  be  fo  for  Beauty.  The 
only  fafe  Means  of  Health  is  Care,  bounded  -by 
thole  Rules  of  Difcretion,  that  a  Senfe  of  Religion 

will 


(  *5  ) 

will  place  $  and,  without  fuch  Difcretion,  even 
Beauty  itfelf  becomes  Uncomelinefs  $  fitting  as  un¬ 
comely  on  the  Faireft,  as  a  Jewel  in  a  Swine’s 
Snout. 

Beauty,  Health,  and  Strength,  every  thing  that 
is  graceful,  beneficial,  or  really  ornamental  to  a 
Country,  muft  fink  and  decay,  as  our  holy  Reli¬ 
gion  in  Jefus  Chrift  decays  3  for  it  is  the  Manners 
of  the  Inhabitants,  their  adhering  to,  or  deviating 
from  thofe  good  and  honeft  Practices,  which  Chri- 
ftian  Principles  of  Moderation  inftil  (not  the  Trade, 
not  the  Soil,  not  the  Situation  thereof),  that  makes 
a  Country  happy  or  wretched.  The  Advantage  of 
Trade,  of  Soil,  and  of  Situation,  Things  that 
fhould  be  for  the  Wealth  of  a  People,  abufed,  muffc 
haften  on  their  Deftrudtion,  be  but  the  Occafion  of 
their  fooner  falling.  And  there  is  not  a  more  me¬ 
lancholy  Reflexion  to  a  Man  who  loves  his  Coun¬ 
try,  than  to  think,  what  a  Sort  of  Habitation  ; 
what  a  Hold  of  foul  Spirits ;  what  a  Cage  of  un¬ 
clean  and  hateful  Birds,  that  Country,  which  was 
at  leaft  equal  in  its  Happinefs  to  any  Part  of  Chri- 
ftendom,  will  become,  if  what  remains  of  our  holy 
Faith  in  Jefus  Chrift  fhould  be  reduced  to  a  weaker 
State,  and  to  languifh  till  its  Death  here.  Narrow, 
finful,  or  falfe  Self-love  (the  Contrary  to  that  Vir- 
-  -  tue 
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tue  which  is  made  the  Bond  of  our  PerfeCtnefs),  as  it 
knows  no  Bounds  to  its  Defires  or  Expences,  is  ever 
prompted  to  ufe  all  Means  of  getting,  being  foftered 
and  grown  to  an  enormous  Size,  apparently  leads 
to  this  moil  wretched  State.  Thus,  if  ever  the  pub¬ 
lic  Profeffion  of  the  Chriftian  Religion  fhould  come 
to  be  treated,  with  the  laft  Degree  of  NegleCt,  Dif- 
grace,  and  Contempt,  and  fo  be  banifhed  and  tran- 
fported  from  this  Land,  noble  and  worthy  Mem¬ 
bers  of  a  Parliament,  the  hereditary  and  elective, 
would  become  as  regardlefs  of  the  Properties  and 
Rights  of  others,  and  as  ignorant  of  Liberty,  and 
wherein  it  confifts,  as  any  Set  of  Bafhaws  ;  the  va¬ 
liant  Soldiers  of  the  Realm  as  injurious  and  oppref- 
five  to  their  King  and  Country,  as  a  {landing  Army 
of  Janizaries  ;  and  every  other  Part  and  Branch  of 
the  Nation  become  equally  corrupt  in  their  Ways. 

The  Sword,  Peftilence,  and  Famine,  are  but  Be¬ 
ginnings  of  Sorrow  to  a  Chriftian  Nation ;  light  Af¬ 
flictions  in  Comparifon  to  this.  Though  thefe  are 
very  fore  Judgments  of  God,  yet  they  are  not  the 
laft,  they  fpeaking  the  Correction  of  a  People,  not 
their  DeftruCtion  ;  not  that  the  Ax  is  laid  to  the 
Root  of  the  Tree;  not  but  even,  when  this  is  the 
Cafe,  and  a  People  have  long  proved  incorrigible, 
if  at  laft,  fo  doth  the  Mercy  of  God  accompany  his 
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Judice,  they  will  turn  from  thofe  Ways,  that  they 
have  long  corrupted  themfelves  in,  and  bring  forth 
Works  meet  for  Repentance;  they  will  be  preferved 
a  Chriftian  Nation  as  long  as  the  World  itfelf  fhall 
endure.  Some  Years  ago  there  was  a  Scheme, 
and  a  Multitude  were  then  to  be  made,  not  healthy, 
but  rich  all  of  a  fudden ;  but  it  ended  in  private 
Abundance,  and  public  Poverty,  which  hath  been 
increafed  fince,  by  pernicious  Lotteries,  and  fuch 
other  Stocks  and  Jobbs  as  are  mod  Purely  deflruo 
tive  of  the  Wealth  of  any  People.  All  Projects, 
founded  in  Iniquity,  are  but  temporary  Cures,  the 
bungling  Patches  that  make  the  Rent  worfe,  and 
muft,  when  perfifted  in,  in  the  End  render  a 
People  a  fenfelefs  Body  *,  fuch  a  rotten  and  cor¬ 
rupt  Carcafe,  that  Eagles  and  all  Birds  of  Prey, 
foreign  and  domeftic,  will  gather  themfelves  toge¬ 
ther  about  it ;  this  Project  or  Bubble  of  Inoculation 
is  not  in  the  lead:  a  more  likely  Scheme  to  encreafe 
the  Health  of  Men,  than  that,  fome  Years  ago,? 
was  their  Wealth. 


*  It  hath  been  held  for  Truth,  that,  though  a  People  cannot^ 
fee,  yet  they  feel;  but  Hiilory  ihews  this  Qbfervation  not 
t*>  be  true. 
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However  bad  the  Pra&ice  of  Inoculation  is,  and 
unworthy  of  a  Chridian,  for  how  can  fuch  a  Deed 
be  done  in  the  Manner  we  are  enjoined  to  do  every 
Deed  of  Importance  in  ?  yet,  it  muft  be  owned, 
that,  by  the  Objects  that  Men  have  had  Inoculation 
pradtifed  upon,  Obje<ds,  pad:  all  Doubt,  of  the 
tendered:  Care  and  Concern  to  them,  that,  at  lead, 
they  mud  have  meant  well  >  but  to  what  Purpofe 
avails  the  Well-meaning  of  thofe  Perfons,  who  have 
not  good  or  Chridian  Principles,  to  ground  their 
Well-meaning  on?  as  they  have  not,  who  meafure 
Good  or  Ill  by  apparent  good  or  ill  Succefs  here  : 
The  Well-meaning  of  fuch  Perfons  would  often  be 
attended  with  the  Ruin  and  Dedrudtion  of  Men, 
were  not  Men  preferved  thencefrom  by  the  Good- 
nefs  of  God. 

f  '  . 

I  would  by  no  Means  have  any  thing  faid,  in 
this  Difcourfe,  to  diminish  in  the  lead,  in  the  Opi¬ 
nion  pf  any  one,  the  Honour  due  unto  the  Phyfi- 
cian,  or  to  cramp  any  how  a  Regard  after  Health, 
that  greated  of  earthly  Bleffings  ;  for  we  may,  cer¬ 
tainly  we  are  bound  fo  to  do,  by  all  Means  of  ho¬ 
ned  Indudry,  of  prudent  Forefight,  and  of  faithful 
Care,  to  endeavour  to  poflefs  Health  here,  as  well 
as  any  other  temporal  or  earthly  Good  $  yet,  at  the 
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fame  time,  we  are  enjoined  to  take  Care,  that  ttich 
Things  do  not  get  Pofleflion  of  us  $  for,  by  doing 
fo,  we  render  ourfelves  Slaves  to  fome  other  Matter, 
and  ceafe  to  be  Servants  of  him,  whofe  Will  we  are 
bound  to  obey,  by  every  Motive  that  is  proper  to 
influence  fuch  a  rational  and  free  Creature  as  Man  ; 
and  thenceforth  our  Wants  will  become  irrelievable, 
the  very  Means  we  ufe  to  prevent  our  Wants,  pre¬ 
venting  our  being  relieved  through  our  Confidence 
therein  ;  for  Difappointment  and  Mifery  mutt  ever 
attend  all  Confidence,  that  is  made  to  terminate  in 
any  thing  but  in  the  Goodnefs  and  Power  of  Al¬ 
mighty  God. 

Every  Man  hath  his  God,  which,  if  he  cannot 
be  faid  to  love,  yet  he  ferves  with  all  his  Heart, 
with  all  his  Soul,  with  all  his  Strength,  and  with 
all  his  Mind.  The  Glory  of  thofe,  who  in  this 
Manner  mind  earthly  Things,  fhould  be  their 
Shame ;  and  the  Folly  of  thefe  cannot  but  be  deemed 
as  great,  if  not  greater,  than  of  the  greateft  Idola¬ 
ters  ;  fince  they  are  apt  and  ready  to  make  no  lefs  a 
Sacrifice  thereto,  than  that  of  themfelves,  hereby 
placing  themfelves  in  that  hard  and  difficult  State, 
which  generally  attends  the  Rich. 
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The  reftlefs  and  deftru&ive  Appetite  of  an  unfa-, 
tiable  and  falfe  Hunger  and  Third:  after  the  Things 
of  this  W orld,  and  which  admits  of  no  Savour  or 
Relifh  for  the  Things  of  the  other  World,  is  now 
fo  generally  looked  upon  as  the  Height  of  Tafte, 
that  it  is  not  improbable,  if  a  Clergyman  was  to 
negledt  his  Station,  Duty,  and  Charge  of  that  fa- 
cred  Function,  which  he  moft  folemnly  takes  upon 
himfelf,  in  Search  after  thofe  Refinements  in  Deli¬ 
cacies,  in  which  pagan  Rome  fo  glorified  herfelf, 
but  he  would  be  received  with  Approbation  and 
Admiration.  Where  this  corrupt  and  vitiated 
Tafte  reigns,  there  the  mere  Sounds  of  either  per¬ 
verted  or  falfe  Science,  if  but  fo  modulated  that 
they  charm  or  divert,  will  pafs  for  pure  literary 
Merit;  and  any  thing  be  received,  that  only  ex¬ 
cepted  which  would  give  Reft. 

God  hath  declared  himfelf  to  be  a  jealous  God,  not 
admitting  of  any  Competitor  in  his  Right  over  Man $ 
and,  when  an  undue  Truft  or  Confidence  is  placed 
in  thegreateft  of  Men,  he  hath  pronounced  aCurfe 
againft  it ;  and  to  ufe  prefumptuous  Means  for 
Health,  though  it  implies  a  Belief  or  Confidence 
fomewhere,  yet  it  is  to  turn  Unbelievers  as  to  AD 
mighty  God,  though  not  in  that  grofs  Manner  of 
thofe,  who  openly  and  avowedly  do  fo ;  and  who, 
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when  eminent  any  how  for  their  Reafon  and  Know- 
lege,  can  be  looked  upon  by  fenfible  Men  in  no 
other  Light,  than  as  Beacons  on  Tops  of  Moun¬ 
tains,  or  Enfigns  on  Hills,  to  forewarn  and  teach 
Men  to  fear,  by  pointing  out  to  them,  what  Mo.nfters 
in  Iniquity  Men  may  turn  themfelves  into ;  (hewing 
what  Liars  they  may  become ;  what  diabolical  Ufe 
they  make  of  that  Power,  that  their  Reafon  and 
Knowledge  gives  them,  againft  that  Part  of  Man¬ 
kind,  who  are  weak  enough,  and  wicked  enough, 
to  give  into  their  Ways ;  yet  every  Refufal  of  fub- 
mitting  to  the  Will  of  God,  and  the  appointed 
Courfe  of  his  Providence  in  Part  and  Proportion 
thereto,  is  an  Unbelief,  a  Denial  of  Him,  denying 
our  Belief  in  fome  of  his  moft  efiential  Properties; 
and,  while  we  thus  deny  him,  muft  not  he  in 
Wifdom  and  Goodnefs  deny  us,  withholding  fuch 
good  Things  from  us  as  Health  ?  We  fee  that  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chart,  the  great  Phyfician  of  our  Souls, 
our  Souls  diftempered  by  the  Fall,  that  the  Infinu- 
ations  of  the  Devil  drawed  Man  into,  generally 
cured  none,  but  thofe  in  whom  he  found  fuch  a 
Difpofition  of  Mind,  as  betokened  them  to  have 
Faith  in  God  ;  thereby  demonftrating  the  great 
Neceflity  of  Faith,  as  that,  without  which,  we 
cannot  be  extricated  out  of  the  Difficulties  of  this 
Life.  And  once,  when  he  promifeuoufly  cured  a 

G  Number, 


(  22  ) 

Number,  nine  Men  out  of  ten  did  not  return  him 
Thanks ;  and  this  is  an  Injunction  laid  upon  us  by 
the  Apoftle  St.  Paul ,  to  “  take  heed,  left  there  be 
“  in  any  of  us  an  evil  Heart  of  Unbelief  (an  Evil 
“  of  Heart  far  more  common  than  is  apprehended) 
“  in  departing  from  the  Living  God.”  Faith  is  a 
Virtue  conftantly  recommended  to  us  throughout 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  therefore  it  is  a  confiftent  Part, 
that  they  aCt,  who  have  entered  the  Lift  of  Advo¬ 
cates  for  Inoculation,  to  prepoffefs  the  Minds  of 
Men  ;  and  to  prepare  them,  by  all  the  Means, 
that  Wit  and  Ridicule  can  fuggeft  to,  and  fupply 
them  with,  to  turn  a  deaf  Ear  to  the  Holy  Scrip¬ 
tures,  and  their  Eyes  from  the  Light  thereof. 
There  is  but  one  Caufe,  that  makes  Men  hate  (and 
that  ever  will  make  them  hate,  unlefs  they  can  be 
brought  to  Repentance)  the  Light  of  Holy  Scrip¬ 
ture,  becaufe  their  Deeds  are  evil ;  this  Caufe  now 
ftrongly  prevails ;  and  fuch  Haters  of  Holy  Scrip¬ 
ture  imagine  they  fhall  be  wanting  to  themfelves, 
if  they  negleded  fuch  an  Opportunity  of  promoting 
the  like  Hatred  in  others,  as  the  forwarding,  and 
keeping  on  Foot,  an  evil,  an  impious,  and  a  pre- 
fumptuous  Practice,  received  and  countenanced, 
affords :  A  Practice  by  which  Men  feek  Health  in 
a  far  worfe  Manner,  than  ever  Gentiles  or  Heathens 
of  the  former  World  fought  it  in. 
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Yet,  bad  as  the  Practice  is  in  itfelf,  there  may  be 
fomething  laid  in  Excufe,  for  the  paft  Error  of 
of  fome,  who  have  been  drawn  into  this  Pradice. 
Have  not  Men,  by  being  inoculated,  followed  the 
Advice  of  fome  eminent  Phyficians  therein  ?  And, 
is  it  not  highly  probable,  had  not  fuch  Men  lent 
their  Aid  to  keep  this  Pradice  on  Foot,  it  would 
have  flopt,  and  ended  here  at  firft,  and  not  have 
been  received  from  the  bufy  firft  Promoters  of  it  ? 

The  great  and  eminent  Phyficians,  that  this  Na¬ 
tion  hath  heretofore  produced,  hath  moil  defervedly 
brought  this  noble  and  ufeful  Profeflion  into  high 
Efteem  and  Reputation  here :  Men  not  lefs  fa¬ 
mous  in  their  Generations,  for  their  Honefty,  and 
Senfe  of  Religion,  than  for  their  great  Improve¬ 
ments  and  Inventions  in  the  Art  of  Phyfic.  Yet, 
lately,  fome  of  their  eminent  Succefiors,  as  to  all 
Senfe  of  Religion,  have  been  their  dired  Reverfe  ; 
and,  if  the  Public  have  been  obliged  to  them,  for 
what  they  publifhed  in  their  younger  Years,  yet 
fuch  have  they  been,  in  the  Decline  of  Life,  that, 
if  their  Example,  when  Years  fhould  give  Weight 
and  Force  thereto,  were  followed,  it  would  prove 
moft  poifonous :  And,  if  fuch  Men  aflfed  to  make 
a  Shew  of  their  Infidelity  and  Apoftacy,  in  a  Man¬ 
ner, 
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ner,  and  at  a  Time,  that  is  mo  ft  likely  to  infeCt 
others,  the  Stink,  that  attends  the  Memory  of  fuch 
Men,  will  be  moft  abominable  and  offenfive  to 
Chriftians ;  and  fuch  Men  dreaming,  that  their 
monflrous  Collection  of  Rarities  can  be  more  ufe- 
fully  difpofed  of,  than  with  the  Men  of  the  parti¬ 
cular  Profeffion  and  Science,  of  which  fuch  Things 
are  proper  ObjeCts,  affords  nothing  Strange;  the 
over-rating  fuch  Things,  or  the  misapplying  them, 
befpeaks  in  Men,  not  only  their  Age  and  Decline, 
but  their  Dotage  too  ;  and  nothing  is  more  apt  to 
move  Contempt  and  Ridicule  in  the  Beholders: 
And,  confidering  how  craving  and  infatiable  a 
greedy  Appetite  after  fuch  Things  renders  Men, 
there  is  no  Difficulty  in  finding  out  the  Motive  of 
fuch  Men  for  Inoculation.  Yet  the  Advance,  that 
Inoculation  made  here,  was  but  flow,  under  the 
Aid  lent  thereto,  by  the  Advice  of  Phyficians,  as 
there  were  plain  Marks  of  the  daring  Impiety,  that 
there  was  in  fuch  a  Practice,  till  it  came  recom¬ 
mended  from  another  Quarter ;  from  fome  of  thofe 
who  profefs  themfelves  Ministers  of  the  Gofpel,  and 
of  that  Catholic  *  and  Apoftolic  Church ,  the  Church 
of  England.  I  do  not  mean  only  fuch  Recommen¬ 
dation,  as  could  come  from  any  Perfon,  who  hath, 

*  Where  thefe  requifite  and  neceflary  Parts  of  the  Church 
are  wanting,  there,  at  bed,  can  be  but  a  SeCh 


either 


(25)  • 

f 

either  half  or  wholly,  left  the  Preffiyterian  Se'dt  he 
belonged  to  ;  and  thus  done  either  for  the  Sake  of 
the  Church*,  or  for  the  Sake  of  Preferment  in  the 
Church,  but  like  wife,  that  Recommendation  it  met 
with  from  fome  Minifters,  who  have  countenanced 
and  forwarded  this  Practice,  if  not  by  their  Doc¬ 
trine,  yet  by  their  Lives  and  Examples ;  and  who 
wear  a  fair  Appearance,  and  are  of  Weight.  Arid 
it  is  far  more  difficult  to  account,  how  they  ffiould 
run  into  fuch  a  Practice,  than  that  others  ffiould  fol¬ 
low  them  therein  5  for  to  overlook  the  111  of  fuch  a 
Practice,  they  muft  overlook  what  is  moft  clearly 
contained  in  the  very  Order  for  Vifitation  of  the 
Sick,  and  in  many  other  Parts  of  the  Book  of  Com¬ 
mon  Prayer,  according  to  the  Ufe  of  the  Church  of 
England ,  which  the  Minifters  of  this  Church  ftand 
folemnly  engaged  to  conform  to  :  I  mean  that  Book 
of  Common  Prayer  which  is  eftabliffied  by  Law  ■f* ; 

'  '  PI  and 


*  An  Epifcopal  Church  and  Prefbyterianifm  are  Contra¬ 
ries  ;  and,  if  ever  any  Parcel  of  Prefbyterians  fhould  become 
fuch  Hypocrites,  as  deceitfully  to  take  to  the  Church,  that  na¬ 
tional  Church  muft  have  a  very  ftrong  Conftitution,  which  can 
bear  the  Poifon  of  fuch  Hypocrites.  Falfe  Sectaries  in  the 
Church  are  to  he  numbered  among  the  principal  Enemies  of  the 
Church  of  Chrift. 

f  Human  Laws  are  Paid  to  eftablifti  Religion  :  But  they  can¬ 
not  eftablifh  Religion  3  if  they  could,  doubtlefs,  thofe  Coun¬ 
tries, 
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and  that,  without  any  Diminutions,  or  Additions 
thereto,  by  unconflitutional  Authority,  probably,  by 
far  the  beft  Book  of  Common  Prayer  in  Chriften- 
dom,  as  to  the  great  Principles  of  our  Religion  : 
And  a  People  tnuft  be  deferving,  who  merit 

fuch 


tries,  which  once  were  Chriftian,  would  have  always  remained 
fo.  The  publick  Profeftion  of  the  Chriftian  Religion  is  efta- 
blifhed,  and  continued  on,  among  a  People,  by  that  Hand 
which  hath  removed  it  from  one  Nation  to  another.  All  that 
human  Laws  or  Power  can  do,  for  the  Eftablifhment  of  the 
Chriftian  Religion,  is  the  receiving  the  Minifters  thereof,  as 
Minifters  of  theGofpel,  according  to  the  Manner  appointed  by 
the  New  Teftament.  And  all,  that  human  Laws  and  Power 
can  do,  againft  the  Eftablifinncnt  of  the  Chriftian  Religion, 
when  it  is  grown  hateful  in  the  Sight  of  a  State,  upon  Account 
of  its  being  inconfiftent  with  a  Point,  the  Deeds  of  Men  diredt 
them  to,  is  either  the  undermining,  or  the  openly  rej editing  the 
good  and  faithful  Minifters  thereof;  and  the  receiving  thofe, 
who  are  evidently  unfaithful  in  the  Things  committed  to  their 
Truft,  according  to  the  Order  they  hold  in  the  Church  ofChrift. 
This  is  done  for  the  Eftablifhment  of  Religion  here,  according 
to  the  Conftitution  of  this  Country.  The  King  of  England  at 
his  Coronation,  being  afked  by  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury * 
promifes,  upon  his  molt  folemn  Oath,  That  cc  he  will  grant, 
«  keep,  and  confirm,  the  Laws,  Cuftoms,  and  Franchifes 
“  granted  to  the  Clergy,  according  to  the  Laws  of  God  ;  the 
«  true  Profeftion  of  the  Gofpel  eftablifhed  in  this  Kingdom ; 
<c  and  agreeing  to  the  Prerogative  of  the  Kings  thereof,  and 
the  antient  Cuftoms  of  this  Realm. ”  And,  in  the  fame  fo¬ 
lemn  Manner,  promifes  to  the  Bi/hops,  That,  <c  with  a  willing 
.  “  and 
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fuch  a  Bleffing.  Now,  at  this  Time,  none  are 
more  likely  to  try  to  difparage  this  Book,  than  fome 
Set  of  anonymous  Prefbyterian  Writers,  making 
formal  Shew  of  their  Candour,  while  carping  there¬ 
at.  This  would  be  a  coniiftent  Part  for  thofe  wild 
SedtarTks  to  play,  who  deteft  our  Church,  and  load  it 
with  all  the  moft  opprobrious  and  fcandalous  Names; 
and  look  upon  all  the  Minifters  thereof  in  that 
Light,  in  which  that  Part  of  the  Clergy,  who  over- 
officioufly  bufy  themfelves  about  Elections  for 
Knights,  Citizens,  or  Burgeffes,  to  ferve  in  a  Par- 


Ci  and  devout  Heart,  he  will  preferve  and  maintain  to  them, 
and  the  Churches  committed  to  their  Charge,  all  canonical 
<c  Privileges,  and  due  Law  and  Juftice  ;  and  that  he  will  he 
cc  their  Protedor  and  Defender  to  his  Power,  by  theAfliftancc 
cc  of  God,  as  every  good  King  in  his  Kingdom  ought  in  Right 
cc  to  proted  and  defend  the  Bifhops,  and  the  Churches  under 
‘c  their  Government.”  When  the  Power  of  any  Faction,  in 
any  Country  in  Chriftcndom,  runs  fo  high,  that  they  aim-  at  a 
tyrannical,  abfolute,  or  unlimited  Exercife  of  Authority,  fo 
ftridly  forbidden  Chriftians,  then  they,  who  fell  themfelves  to 
be  their  Agents,  will  lend  their  Aid,  to  trample  down  under¬ 
foot,  whatever  is  apprehended  to  fland  in  their  Way,  be  it  the 
Rights  of  the  Church,  the  Prerogative  of  a  crowned  Head,  or 
the  antient  and  rightful  Cufloms  of  the  Commonalty.  Yet, 
whenever  fuch  Clouds  do  arife,  and  Rem  gathering  to  a  Storm, 
he,  who  will  not  then  ad  as  every  one  who  puts  his  Truft  in 
God  is  bound  to  ad,  but  ads  otherwife,  ads  in  a  Manner  not  in 
the  leaf!  likely  either  to  contribute  towards  the  Reft,  Peace, 
Happinefs,  or  Liberty  of  others,  or  ever  to  find  it  himfelf. 

liament  ^ 


(  28  ) 

liament ;  or  who  a£t  any  bafe  Part  inconfiftent  with 
their  Character  >  arc  looked  upon  in  the  Eyes  of  all 
fober  and  ferious  Chriftians :  But  what  can  other 
Sectaries  mean,  by  carping  at  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer,  according  to  the  Ufe  of  the  Church  of  Eng - 
land ,  who  allow  many  excellent  Things  to  be  con¬ 
tained  therein?  Can  they  now  imagine,  that,  if  they 
could  run  down  what  remains,  what  little  remains  of 
the  Catholic  and  Apoftolic  Church  in  FaCt  here,  that 
their  SeCt  will  be  received  in  the  Room  thereof? 
The  flily  inftilling  a  Diflike  of  the  Liturgy,  and  other 
Parts  of  our  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  into  the 
Minds  of  the  Members  of  our  Church,  can  ferve  no 

il 

other  Purpofe,  but  to  weaken  and  deftroy  the  good 
and  fundamental  Principles  of  Chriftianity  received 
into  the  Church  of  England ;  and  fuch  Lofs  of  good 
Principles,  if  not  promotive  of  new  Crimes,  muft 
tend  to  harden  a  People  in  Inoculation,  or  any  other 
bad  Practice  they  are  fell  into ;  which  Practice  of 
Inoculation  hath  now  got  fuch  Strength,  that  it 
needs  many  and  the  ftrongeft  Antidotes  againft  it ; 
fince,  as  it  hath  the  above-mentioned  Circumftance 
attending  it,  that  of  being  recommended  by  fome  of 
the  Clergy  ;  for  none  can  fo  effectually  put  Darknefs 
for  Light,  and  Light  Tor  Darknefs,  and  Bitter  for 
Sweet,  and  Sweet  for  Bitter,  as  thofe  Minifters, 
who  have  loft  Sight  of  the  T 'ruth  and  Simplicity  of 
t  _  the 


Deftrudion,  than  the  profligate  Wretch  who  ha¬ 
rangues  with  horrid  Blafphemies. 

4 

How  far  Authority  for  Inoculation,  fetched  from 
the  Example  of  fome  eminent  Phyficians  and  Cler¬ 
gymen,  may  leffen  the  Prefumption  thereof  in 
others,  I  fhall  not  offer  to  fet  forth.  It  becometh 
thofe  who  offend,  induced  by  Authority  and  Ex¬ 
ample,  to  refled:  on  this,  That  cc  the  Authority  and 
“  Example  of  a  degenerate  and  corrupt  World  can 
<c  never  juftify  Men  in  any  bad  Pradice,  till  Al- 
<c  mighty  God  fhall  reverfe  his  W ord,  and  fuffer 
“  the  Authority  and  Example  of  this  World  to  out- 
“  weigh  his  righteous  Commands."  <c  May  Al- 
<c  mighty  God,  our  heavenly  Father,  whofe  never- 
“  failing  Providence  ordereth  all  Things  both  in 
“  Heaven  and  Earth,  put  away  from  us  all  hurtful 
<c  Things,  and  give  us  thofe  Things,  which  be 
“  profitable  for  us,  through  Jefus  Chrifl  our  Lord. 
cc  Amen!' 


FINIS. 


***** 


s  ■ } 


'  ..  *  „  »  :.  *  -  •  • 

-  *  'C  -  •  '•  £  '  f  %'••»•.. 


n  •  *> 


.  ' . *  '  - 

*4*  *  *  «  J s  ^ 


I 


•  A  ...y  i 

»/^Y  * 


c  "■  rro '. 

*V  4* 

•  JjL  i 

- 

f 

>t  •*  ♦ 

,  '■  -  .r 

v* 

•  ♦  *  •**  J 

u  . 

i  r?.  .  •■.•',♦  , 

■  <  i  t  .*  '  »  *  i  * 

'  l  J 


>  -naril  ( 

-f  r*m. 


r  ..-  *\ 


,  ^  - ■'  •  '  -  1-  - .  .  : 


■  r-  •  .  . 

. 


^  *  **  ..  _> 


•  ■•  *.  .  •> «.  ■  •  -  -  "•. 

•  -  •  1  J  -  *■  *  .  f#>  .  *  »  V  ■• 


■,,7  T 


~  •  '  }  -  '  -  *  *  '  •  C  flips  1  isfJI 

. 

:'.  ..  -  :'■•  t  l^th  I  ,  -) 

‘ 

J  > 

'  '  ■*  <  • 


r 


*  • r-  . 


•r  *  #  v 

■  > 

1  i J < fJ ;  ,  j  /wtl 


.>■  *  * 

. ,  ?:i  I 


.  .  ? 


.  j 


«  r. 


-N  J— ■'  -  .  4 

f  * 


»  •* 

f  9  »V-  v  .  • 

•  f-  (  f  <‘ 


:  •/ 

r 


-  *  -4* 

.  ••  -tl  :.  { 

f~N  •  -• 

j 


a 


•  >«  7  r 

i-  *  A  i  *. 


•  •» 


•  i ■  :  t  *  •  * ; 

-  *  i  *> fii  '  - 1 

-  *  j 


•  *  \ 

-W 


- 

,  J 


.  *  '  ; 

*1  ■'  '  ' ' 

^  -  -  *  *  4 


.5 


-  r  *,  <• 

:  j  t 


r4  f  »  *\  *  . 

•*  *  ■  *y  1  •  ’  •  * 

*  *■  ■  «#  f  #  *  i>-  w  *  4.J1  iCf  »  Xisy  . 

^  4  i 


<? 


‘  ‘  • 


-> 


■  ,..  '  ?t 


*  V 


T  V  .*• 


'1  . 


> 


'  \9g.:  {-?■  v,s*:  v,  .v  ■  - 

iSmdwStsmaii-'.  V«$ 


„■>  < . 


a«MWv*; 


>«  Vhci*<  f»l*| 


;  |S 


■  •-.  '  ..  1%  '.  *  '..  *Vv  -^->y  *;■-••- 


&3£t 


w  shifty 


*,{_  •"!•  ’•  .;,  ;* *  -V  */,  V' ?  (•* ;  i.’Xr*  ’  V*' V * 

&’%&  •'»’  ■  $“,  jj£t£k  .*■ '  i;“'  ‘  *$>• 

■■„//  ••'">"  .  .X-  -  t,  •  --  i'i?  -rw 

•  ■  .  ■  '•  ‘  •  ‘  v-*'  ,  .-•  •  ,./.;  *;v  ■ 

-,  •  .  •  V.sv  •  -, 

'■••  ;  '••..■  as^:.-«Kj  v.*^\ L-*i.; 

'  ■  *  'A  - ;  //••.■  ':  •-■-'••  :  • 

•  !r>  -'  *  .  .  r*C’  v'  -  .  '  :i 

•  ?  I 

,  .?'J:i-'‘  -  u- 


.  yc-.—v  -v.  A;."./.','  .■  ■  •■  • ~;'A- •* 

fV;¥-n'  _v^v  -v  wi  V 

iv  fca  vf-.-Jt-J-  ■,  4nrcMi&4Br  t  •  • 

■:>;,•  •".•••  •£ 

,  V  - iv  ,'■'>•  :: 

■  „•'•■  -  ••:•;>:-.•:•  •.  • 

tfe  •: 

v  ■*?>/■  . 


SKf-ST 


;y£ji 


gpM, 


»  « 


, 


/ 


'■ -  i‘i 5^-  ^SsiviS-' ,  .K? 


's,i. ;  V'-  *<?*’.• 


. 

;\  'S  '  ;  .,  •  ;0*V,;  ...,  :v; •  -v 

_ _ 

■  *•  -■  mM,  -:  ,  U  w¥§^ 

>  2-  •  ■•  -.■  •  ';  :•  *  .  ;  ■>.  .  ■  .  ,  ,• 

M  .•  :  4  ‘M  k\r  ; 


